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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A docking station for a portable computer, which is detachably attached to a 
portable computer body, and which includes a wired network adapter and a wireless network 
adapter, the docking station comprising: 

a network connection part into which a network signal is inputted; 

an Access Point part to generate a wireless network signal for a wireless network 
connection according to the network signal provided from the network connection part; 

a switching part allowing the network signal provided from the network connection part to 
be transmitted to the wired network adapter or the Access Point part provided in the portable 
computer body according to an attachment or detachment state of the portable computer body 
and the docking station. 

2. The docking station for the portable computer according to claim 1 , wherein the 
switching part allows the network signal provided from the network connection part to be 
transmitted to the wired network adapter provided in the portable computer body when the 
portable computer body is attached to the docking station. 

3. The docking station for the portable computer according to claim 1 , wherein the 
switching part allows the network signal provided from the network connection part to be 
transmitted to the Access Point part when the portable computer body is detached from the 
docking station. 

4. The docking station for the portable computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
Access Point part transmits the wireless network signal generated by a transmitted network 
signal to the wireless network adapter provided in the portable computer body when the 
portable computer body is detached from the docking station. 

5. The docking station of claim 2, wherein the switching part allows the network 
signal provided from the network connection part to be transmitted to the Access Point part 
when the portable computer body is detached from the docking station. 

6. The docking station of claim 1 , wherein the network is a local area network 
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(LAN). 

7. The docking station of claim 1 , wherein the network is an Internet. 

8. A system comprising: 
a network; 

a portable computer, comprising: 

a wired network adapter, and 

a wireless network adapter; and 
a docking station to physically connect to the portable computer, comprising: 

a network connecting unit to receive a network signal from the network, 

a switching unit to transmit the network signal from the network connecting unit to 
an access point unit when the portable computer is not physically connected to the docking 
station and to transmit the network signal from the network connecting unit to the wired network 
adapter when the portable computer is physically connected to the docking station, and 

the access point unit to generate a wireless network signal from the network 
signal and to wirelessly transmit the wireless network signal to the wireless network adapter 
when the portable computer is not physically connected to the docking station. 

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the network is a local area network (LAN). 

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the network is an Internet. 

1 1 . The system of claim 8, wherein the docking station further comprises: 
a docking port having a ground connection pin, 

wherein the switching unit determines whether the portable computer is physically 
connected to the docking station based on a state of the ground connection pin of the docking 
port. 

12. The system of claim 11 , wherein the state of the ground connection pin changes 
according to attachment/detachment of the portable computer to/from the docking station. 

1 3. A method, comprising: 
receiving a network signal from a network; 
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determining whether a portable computer is physically connected to a docking station; 

transmitting the network signal to a wired network adapter that is included in the portable 
computer if the portable computer is physically connected to the docking station; and 

generating a wireless network signal from the network signal and wirelessly transmitting 
the wireless network signal to a wireless network adapter that is included in the portable 
computer if the portable computer is not physically connected to the docking station. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the network is a local area network (LAN). 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the network is an Internet. 

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the docking station comprises a docking port, 
the method further comprising: 

determining whether the portable computer is physically connected to the docking 
station based on a state of a ground connection pin of the docking port. 

17. A machine-readable medium that provides instructions, which, when executed by 
a machine, cause the machine to perform operations comprising: 

receiving a network signal from a network; 

determining whether a portable computer is physically connected to a docking station; 

transmitting the network signal to a wired network adapter that is included in the portable 
computer if the portable computer is physically connected to the docking station; and 

generating a wireless network signal from the network signal and wirelessly transmitting 
the wireless network signal to a wireless network adapter that is included in the portable 
computer if the portable computer is not physically connected to the docking station. 

18. The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the network is a local area 
network (LAN). 

19. The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the network is an Internet. 

20. The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the docking station 
comprises a docking port, the operations further comprising: 

determining whether the portable computer is physically connected to the docking 
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station based on a state of a ground connection pin of the docking port. 
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